
THE 16th BIRMINGHAM-BLOOMFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA YOUNG ARTIST COMPETITION BEGINS IN JANUARY
The Birmingham-Bloomfield Symphony Orchestra (BBSO) again is offering young musicians in Michigan an opportunity to compete for recognition, win cash prizes, and perform with the orchestra. 

With its 16th Young Artist Competition, the BBSO invites high school musicians to enter the competition by registering online at www.bbsocompetition.org, or by calling the BBSO office at 248-645-2276. 

Contestants will perform before judges in January 2006. The panel of judges includes professionals from the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, music professors at area universities and soloists from the BBSO.

The annual competition began in 1990 and is most recently sponsored by BASF, Evola Music and Berkley High School. Since its inception, it has recognized many aspiring young artists. 

The 2005 competition attracted 55 high school and middle school student musicians. There are instrumental competitions with Junior and Senior division entrants, and a piano competition for high school seniors. 

 Winners receive prizes ranging from $200 to $750 and a chance to perform at a BBSO concert. More important, the competition has been building a stage over 15 years for young artists to display their talents. 

-- more --

Carla Lamphere, president and executive director of the BBSO, said, “It is our job as a musical organization to instill in younger generations the idea that music should be a part of their every day lives, and to offer opportunities for talented young musicians to develop and showcase their skills.”

           Three winners of the 2005 competition featured soloists at the BBSO concerts.

June Wu, 14, played a piano solo at the BBSO’s October concert, performing the first movement of Camille Saint-Saëns’ Piano Concerto No. 2 in G minor. Her performance inspired a two-minute standing ovation from the 800-person audience. She is a sophomore at Troy High School.

At an upcoming BBSO concert on Dec. 29, 12-year-old violinist Emily Hudock will perform Sarasete’s “Zigeunerweisen.” Emily is a member of the Oakland Youth Orchestra, where she won the Theresa Schuster Concerto Competition and was the featured soloist at their recent concert. She is in the 7th grade at Davis Junior High School in Sterling Heights.

Benjamin Beilman, 15, will perform a violin solo at an Apr. 30, 2006 concert. He made his Carnegie Hall debut in December 2004 with the New York String Orchestra. His upcoming solo engagements in 2006 include appearances with the BBSO, with the Ann Arbor Symphony Orchestra and the Fort Collins Symphony Orchestra in Colorado. He is a freshman at Community High School in Ann Arbor.


For 31 years, the BBSO has brought top-rate, affordable classical and pop music to the community.  The professional orchestra is an 11-time winner of the Detroit Motor City Music Awards as the most outstanding community orchestra in Southeast Michigan.

The BBSO currently performs five regular concerts a year that consistently attract audiences of 800 and more. The “Between the Holidays Concert” on Dec. 29, 2005 at Temple Beth El, has proven to be the most popular concert in the past. Admission is $25, with ticket packages available at $69 for three concerts. Concerts are free for ages 18 and younger, since the BBSO hopes to establish music appreciation in future audiences. More information is available at www.bbso.org and www.bbsocompetition.org.
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